
      
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE           19 MARCH   2018 
 
Objections to Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/17/012, Tilbrook 
Bushes, Sandy Lane, Tilbrook, Huntingdon, PE28 0JP.  
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT  
 
1.1 To consider objections to the Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 

L/TPO/17/012, and determine if the order be confirmed, making 
it permanent.   

 
2. BACKGROUND.  
 
2.1 This TPO was made on 4 October 2017, and is provisional for 

the first 6 months following its making. This provisional period 
allows the Council to consider any representations received as 
part of our consultation before a decision is reached as to its 
future permanency. 

 
2.2 Under the Council’s scheme of delegation, where objections are 

received to the making of an order, its confirmation is deferred 
to the Development Management Committee 

 
3.  SITE AND TREE DESCRIPTION. 
 
3.1 TPO L/TPO/17/012 covers a group of 12 mature horse chestnut 

trees lining the western boundary of Tilbook Bushes, a 
residential property to the south of the village.  

 
3.2 The group of trees from a linear row of 12 mature stretching to 

170m in length. To the immediate east of the row is a spinney 
area with a range of conifer and broadleaf trees, lined with a 
bridleway.  To the immediate west of the row is an arable field 
in the control of a neighbouring landowner. A network of public 
rights of way runs to the west of the property, on the other side 
of the arable field. 

 
4. REASON FOR THE TPO 
 
4.1 The order was made following correspondence received from 

the owner of Tilbrook Bushes, raising concerns about the 
potential impact of ploughing works proposed to be undertaken 
by the owner of the arable field to the west, in close proximity of 
the trees.  

 
4.2 Having reviewed the trees and the contribution they make to the 

setting of the property and the wider agricultural landscape, a 
provisional order was made to recognise their visual amenity 
value, and also to prevent any further damage from occurring 



as a result of the actions of the landowner of the field to the 
west.  

 
5. DAMAGE OCCURING FOLLOWING THE MAKING OF THE 

ORDER 
 
5.1 While some indication of root damage had already noted by the 

tree’s owner, it was hoped that the designation of the TPO 
would prevent any further damage to the trees. However, 
following the making of the order, the field margin on the 
western side of the tree group was re-ploughed (to a greater 
depth) causing significant damage to anchoring and feeding 
roots of the chestnut trees.  

 
5.2 This action, and the subsequent root damage was investigated 

by the Council’s Planning Enforcement Team. However, due a 
legal technicality in the service of the order on the landowner of 
the field to the west, it was not possible to bring about formal 
action.  

 
6. OUTLINE OF OBJECTION  
 
6.1 One letter of objection was received as a result of the 

consultation period from the owner of the agricultural field to the 
west of G1.  The cited grounds for objection can be summarised 
as follows: 

 
1. Consider that the making of the order is unnecessary; 
2. The northern end of the designated row contains elder 

bushed which are dying and are not worthy of the protection 
of a TPO; 

 
 
7. RESPONSE TO OBJECTION 
 
7.1 While the objections made in respect order are noted, they are 

not considered to alter or bring into question the amenity value 
of the group of trees.  

 
7.2 While the order does not cover any other species than horse 

chestnut (as set out in the “Specification of Trees” section), it is 
accepted that the order plan does show G1 extending to the 
north, beyond the group of the 12 chestnut trees. Shown on the 
attached plan.  

 
7.3 While this area does not contain any additional chestnut trees, it 

does potentially give rise to confusion in respect which trees are 
protested. To address this, it is recommended that the order 
plan is revised prior to any confirmation of the order, to only 
show GI as covering the 12 chestnut trees.  

 
 



7.3 In response to the comments regarding the necessity of the 
order, it is considered that the recent and ongoing nature of the 
root damage caused by the ploughing of the field to the west, 
highlights a clear need to ensure that the trees are legally 
protected.  

 
8. CONCLUSION 
 
8.1 Having considered the grounds of the objections, and the past 

and recent damage caused as a result of changes to the 
ploughing of the field to the west, it is considered that the future 
protection of these trees is necessary.  

 
8.2 The order clearly does not contain any species other than horse 

chestnut and as such as damage to these will not be a matter 
for the Council to consider.   

 
8.3 The damage caused to the western side of the group’s root 

plate following the making of the order is significant, and may 
result in the premature loss of these trees. However, the 
confirmation of the order will ensure that any future damage can 
be enforced and should the trees die, replanting can be sought.  

 
9. RECOMMENDATION  
 
9.1  That the committee endorses the officer recommendation to 

confirm Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/17/012 subject to the 
following modifications:  

 
 1. Alteration of the order plan to reduce the length of G1 to 

reflect only the 12 horse chestnut trees which are subject to the 
designation.  

 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 Tree Preservation Order File No L/TPO/17/012 
 
 SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 

1. Location Plan 
2. Tree Preservation Order  
3. Letter of objection  
4. Plan showing reduction of protected area.  

CONTACT OFFICER 
Enquiries about this report to Tamsin Miles, Arboricultural Officer.  
01480 388 679.  
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